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Harper’s Canada: 
Economy and 
Democracy Adrift



GHG emissions by Economic Sector.  
Mt CO2 eq., 2011 & 2030 (projected)

2011 2030                                  
Transportation 170 179                
Oil and Gas 163 241                     
Other 369 395                            
Total 702 815                             

* h t tp s : / / un f c c c . i n t / fi l e s / n a t i ona l_ repor t s / non - annex_ i_na t com/ subm i t t ed_na t com/app l i c a t i on /pd f /
final_nc_br_dec20,_2013%5B1%5D.pdf

Canadian environment neglected on 
the altar of tar sands profits

https://unfccc.int/files/national_reports/non-annex_i_natcom/submitted_natcom/application/pdf/final_nc_br_dec20,_2013%5B1%5D.pdf


“At the turn of the century, manufacturing jobs made up more than 
18% of Ontario’s labour market. By the end of 2013, after shedding 
290,000 jobs over 13 years, the manufacturing sector represented only 
11% of the jobs in Ontario’s labour market.” Kaylie Thiessen, CCPA.



The late 2014 crash of oil prices threatens to wipe out oil sector profits. 
Many oil sands project need prices of at least $65/barrel to turn a profit. 

Incidentally, this reveals the enormous profits made before the price crash. 



2.8 per cent looks reasonable, and GDP has finally been on the 
mend after the crisis, but the benefits have been unequally 
distributed and unemployment still too high.
The question is, will the falling oil prices slow growth again, or 
will it help manufacturing regain some of its lost strength.



Harper has a record of climate denial. But Global warming 
leading to climate change is real: 14 of the 15 hottest years ever 
measured—including 2014—are all in the 21st century 
according to report from World Metrological Organization.



After: U. S. Energy Information Administration, International Energy Statistics
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CO2 Emissions from Consumption of Energy, World 2012

Canada, with 0.5% of world population, has three times more 
emissions and makes the list of the global ten largest emitters.



CO2 emissions per dollar of economic output is a measure of overall 
energy efficiency. This is another area where Canada, together its two sister 
countries of energy guzzlers, the U.S. and Australia,  have fallen behind: 

Australia 0.49                 
United States 0.42            
Canada 0.42             

United Kingdom 0.24       
France 0.19            
Sweden 0.16           

Kilogrammes of CO2 per US dollar of output. Selected economies, 2012.  
Source: Millennium Development Goals Database | United Nations Statistics Division



When the high 2014 temperature average was announced, meteorologist 
Jesper Theilgaard explained: “It has been so hot primarily because of sea 
temperatures, which in the northern hemisphere have been at record levels. 
The reflection caused by greenhouse gases have increased, and therefore there 
is more energy available [to heat the oceans which are heat sinks].”  

We need all hands on deck to avert the 
potent i a l d i sas ters spr ing ing f rom 
accelerating global climate warming



It matters which energy sources we use!



Carbon tax?! If oil 
prices are not too 
high, they are too low. 
We c r e a t e j o b s 
cleaning up the oil 
spills.

Australian Prime Minister, Tony Abbott and our own Stephen 
Harper. Lording over two of the most CO2 intensive 
economies, they are partners in climate denial.

l saved Australia from 
the treehuggers and 
threw out the carbon 
tax that Labour had 
imposed.



“United States has effectively gone ahead with “significant” 
regulations that are “comparable to the reductions that 
would result from the approach being developed for this 
sector in Canada”. 
This  according to the The Globe and Mail, May. 22 2014 
that reported upon an Environmental Ministry Canada 
memo that directly contradicts Harper’s claim that he is 
waiting for United States regulations. 
Other advanced economies with substantial oil sectors, say 
Norway, of course have emission regulations. 
Fact check: “Nobody in the world” narrows down to 
Canada alone among its peer nations of developed 
economies with significant oil and gas extraction.



The robocalls. Oh, yes the robocalls. Were they designed 
so that one young expendable operative would get caught 
and the case thus closed? The question is still, if he did it all 
on his own, how did he get access to the Conservative 
party’s Constituent Information Management System 
(CIMS) database?
Does it make sense? In Harper’s centralized style of 
government, of course not. It was the first digital era coup 
d’etat in Canadian history. Soldiers are no longer needed. 
Information and communication control do the trick.

Michael Sonar outside of the court after his conviction to a nine months jail term



Canada under Harper is perhaps the world’s first example of a 
conscious attempt to establish an autocratic government based on 
the mechanisms of control and attitude peddling available to those 
who unilaterally control the wheels of state in the digital age.
Central in Harper’s system of administration is a political 
commissariat (the PMO) which has inserted its own people into 
all federal bodies, where they oversee the production of 
information and control how it is released to the public.

The Prime Minister’s Office Communications Unit at work; 
the unelected pivot of information control and propaganda.
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See you next time


